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took upon her to rebuke him therefore, and bade him think
on his carving without delay. Seeing then that Jehan heard
her not for the moment, then spake she again, " Carve, Jehan!
are you sleeping or dreaming here ? I pray you, give me now
to eat; of your courtesy, dream now no more." At this word
Jehan heard her voice; therewith he started as one who is
shaken suddenly from his sleep. He marvelled at this ad-
venture; he seized the knife as a man in a dream, and thought
to carve well and fair, but so distraught was he that he cut
deep into two fingers: forth sprang the blood as he rose
from table, and sad was Blonde at that sight, Jehan prayed
another squire to carve before his lady, and went forthwith
to his own chamber.
11     CRUSADERS' REDEMPTIONS
The Crusades, like many other ideal movements, drifted into the hands
of practical politicians. Just as money payments gradually took the place,
to a great extent, of the older ecclesiastical penances, so the Crusader's
vow was often redeemed for a fine, especially after it became common for
confessors to enjoin the vow upon their penitents. Archbishop Giffard of
York enregistered a number of these commutations between the years
1267 and 1276: the first is here translated infull. (GirTard's Register, Surtees
Soc., 1904, pp, 277 ff,)
[Archbishop Giffard to the official of the Archdeacon
of Cleveland.]
John de Ellerby, the bearer of these present letters,
appeared before us and related how, having set aside the fear of
God and laid rash and violent hands upon Roger de Newton,
Priest, he had afterwards competently satisfied the aforesaid
priest for that injury; in proof of which satisfaction he ex-
hibited letters patent from the said priest1. And seeing that
the said John hath thus earned the penalty of being signed with
the cross by us, and that the assault was slight and small, by the
Apostolic authority granted to us in this matter of the Crusade
we have thought fit to absolve him in due form of law, sending
him to you as thus absolved; and the said John must spend of
his own goods in succour of the Holy Land, to wit, the sum
of five shillings sterling, whensoever this be demanded of him <
1 See above, Section II, no. 19,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